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10 tips for better results



Shooting Wildlife | 

We capture Wildlife in images because we love nature and its

creatures.

We capture Wildlife in images because through images more

people learn about its beauty and importance in our world and

more people will do something to protect it.



1. Learn about your subject, it's behaviour and
locations that lives

One very important thing for a wildlife photographer is
to research about his subject and the location he can
find it.

For example, Pelicans in Lake Kerkini can be better
photographed in winter, cause there are more
accessible. This happens because in the winter, the
fish in the lake won't swim near the surface. That is
why Pelicans, that cannot dive to catch the fish, rely
on fishermen and locals to get food.

Another example are the great crested grebes (can
also be found in lake Kerkini). Grebes, have a unique
mating display that is worth shooting, More than that
they nest on water and carry their young on their back,
giving the chance for great images.

Photographers rely on researching about the subject
they want to capture before making a trip, so that they
will have more chances for great images. That is why
many times rely on local photographers to guide them.



2. Shoot RAW and Adobe RGB

I think there is no debate any more for what you will choose
between JPEG and Raw file formats for your images.If you
value your time and efforts, Raw format is the way to go.

Especially in Wildlife Photography that the lighting
conditions change a lot (shooting a bird in flight is very
challenging) you need the extra power that a Raw file gives
to fix things in Post-Production. You will have better
flexibility correcting highlights and shadows.

For example, a Raw file that is not exposed correctly, or you
have chosen a wrong setting of the white balance are
mistakes that can happen to everybody and easily
corrected in Post Production. In the same time, a JPEG file
with the same problems has fewer chances to be saved.
There is no more excuse for using JPEG format. Raw files
are bigger, but prices of memory cards and hard disks are
acceptable.

If you decide to shoot JPEG you should choose in your
camera Adobe RGB colour profile (than sRGB). With Adobe
RGB you have a broader range of colours available, which is
best for editing for prints (if you print in a printer that can
take advantage of this profile), while you can easily convert
to sRGB for general use of your images (posting on
internet).



3. Choose your exposure mode and practice

From the start of shooting images with my first
camera I have used manual mode. This is because I
want to have completely control during a shooting.
That works better for me. I know that is more difficult
and challenging as you have to adjust the settings as
the light changes, but I have been practising for years
now, and I have manage to do it in a fraction of a
second. 

Sometimes if the conditions are difficult I may use
the shutter priority mode. 

It doesn't matter which mode you decide to use as
long as you practice a lot and learn how to master
that mode.

I would advise you to use manual mode but If it is
difficult you should use whatever mode you find easy
to use and produce the images you are looking for.



4. Search your composition, don't 
settle for the obvious

Composition of an image is one of the most
challenging and creative thing there is in
photography (and videography).

Most photographers would shoot the obvious
frame, shooting from the eye level, as a normal
person with no photography instincts.
That is why we see a lot of similar images of the
same subject, from different photographers.

When you shoot, try to find different angles and
positions. Animals are really impressive from a
low angle. Get as low as you can, or experiment
with different angles and heights.

You don't want to have an image that most
photographers have. 

Search for things to make your images different. 



5. Use the best lens for the job

Wildlife Photography usually means big telephoto
lenses, at least for the majority of photographers.

But if you are constantly searching for images you
know that you can use more than telephoto lenses.

This image for example is a close up of a Pelican's
pouch and the feathers of the body. I used a 105mm
macro lens that produced a very detailed image.

When shooting and searching for your composition,
don't forget to take into account the focal length and
capabilities of your lens.

A big telephoto lens can be used for a nice portrait or
an action shot, a wide angle lens could be used to
create a great aniscape image (animal and landscape
photo) and a telephoto macro lens can provide
details that will impress.



6. Watch out your Background

In photography, although the main subject is the
king, the background is the queen. 

You must control your background, because it
affects how your subject appears in the image.

Many times a great animal image, with a great
pose, have been ruined by a busy or detailed
background.

A background without distractions is the best
way to make your subject pop from your image.

For example, the sky, the water, a mountain, the
grass can create a nice background as long as
they appear uniformed in the image (with even
lighting and without overexposed or
underexposed areas).

Watch for things in the background that distract
the viewer's eye (electricity poles, overexposed
areas, the line of the horizon cutting through
your subject).



7. Focus on the eyes and mind the lighting on
the face

The basic rule for a great Wildlife image is that the
camera has focused on the eyes/eye of the animal.
This is very important for the impact that the image
has on the viewer (they say that eyes are the mirror
of one's soul).

With modern mirrorless cameras and the Eye-AF AI
technology for animals, this is something that is
easier to achieve than in the past. Just remember
that when both eyes are in sight, and the head is
turned slightly, we want the focus to be on the eye
that is closest to our camera.

How the light hits your subject's face is very
important. Make sure your subject's face has even
illumination. 
If you shoot with backlighting watch out for flare
and if you want to use artificial light (flash or led) to
fill the face, make sure that it is not noticeable to
the viewer.



8. Shoot Wildlife in its environment

Everybody is impressed by a great animal portrait or
close-up.

But shooting an animal in an image that includes its
environment can make the viewer have a better
understating of that animals' life.

Aniscapes (animal + landscape) provide the viewer
with information about the animal's habitat and the
challenges that it has to face for survivor.

Protecting animals means that firstly we must
protect the environment that they live in.

Pelicans in Lake Kerkini are tight with the future of
the Lake, so everybody must protect the wetlands of
the Lake from human interference and reduce human
impact.

A great aniscape image is as important as a great
portrait or action image.



9. Don't be afraid to fail. Shoot and
experiment as much as you can

Failure is better than success. This is
something that I believe deeply. 

Behind every great image you see
(photograph or video) there are
hundreds or thousands of bad images. 

Nobody, even the great photographers
of the past, didn't achieve greatness
without failing.

Experiment and shoot as much as you
can. Failing and adjusting to failure will
bring you one more step closer to
succeeding. Use slow shutter and take
thousand of images, adjust your settings,
change your technique and the results
eventually will do you justice.

Remember, you are not chasing 1,000
good images, but just a few great ones!



10. Don't overdo it in Post-Production

Photography doesn't end in the field. Shooting is
a big part of photography, but editing is also a big
part of a photographers' life.

Even the great photographers of the film era were
editing their images in the dark room, producing
diferrent edition for each shot.

Nowadays, we have the digital dark room and
powerful editing tools. But the use of these tools
can make or break a great image.

Remember that we edit so that we can make an
image better for the viewer and bring him the
feeling of the situation that we present before his
eyes.

When you edit, don't overdo it and use the tools
you have carefully. Most viewers will understand
the unnatural look of an image.



Vaios Vitos is a professional image storyteller focused on conservation photography and its impact in Greece His is
based in the Northern city of Thessaloniki, with a passion for nature, wildlife and landscape photography.

As an image creator, photographer and cinematographer, he tries to capture the beauty of the world around us so
that we will understand better our planet and its great wonders, and he hopes to inspire other people to help protect
nature and its creatures.

It is not only about Photography and protection of our planet, but it’s also about the process of travelling and
experiencing nature and its unique places and creatures. The feeling of being outside and connecting with the earth,
plants and animals is something that he embrace with all his heart. 

The last years he has been organizing team or private workshops and trips for photographers, especially in Lake
Kerkini, where he is guiding fellow photographers to shoot the great Dalmatian Pelicans and other animals that live
in the area.

Would you like to experience and shoot Pelicans in Lake Kerkini?
 

Book your place at the winter Nature and Wildlife Photography Workshop (2024 Workshop announced) or create
your Private Workshop with Vaios as a guide! 

 
Details at vaiosvitos.com

https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Fvaiosvitos.com%2Fportfolio%2F&design=DAFbsu7L-Zo&accessRole=owner&linkSource=document
https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vaiosvitos.com%2Fgalleries%2Fportfolio-2%2F&design=DAFbsu7L-Zo&accessRole=owner&linkSource=document
https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vaiosvitos.com%2Fmotion%2F&design=DAFbsu7L-Zo&accessRole=owner&linkSource=document
https://www.vaiosvitos.com/photography-workshops/

